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The Stop AIDS Campaign is the campaigning arm of the UK Consortium on AIDS and International Development – a coalition of over 80 NGOs and Trade Unions promoting effective responses to the HIV pandemic.

Action to Fund the Global Fund: Campaigner’s Briefing, August 2007
What’s the issue, what can I be doing?

26th-28th September 2007 is the Global Fund’s ‘replenishment conference’, where countries will be asked to pledge resources to combat AIDS, TB and malaria for the next three years. The G8 promised in June 2007 that they would treble the size of this fund so that it would be distributing between $6bn and $8bn each year by 2010 to scale-up its fight against infectious diseases.

We’re asking people to help make this happen by visiting their MP and asking them to tell the Government to fully support this fund, keep their promise, and save lives.

What is the Global Fund and why is it important?

The Global Fund to fight AIDS to TB and Malaria is an international funding mechanism that seeks to combat three diseases that kill 6 million people every year. It created in 2002 with the aim of creating an international ‘war chest’ to fight disease. Countries contribute money to this Fund, and then these funds are distributed to programmes and projects in over 130 countries.
The Global Fund is a hugely important mechanism in efforts to achieve Universal Access to HIV Prevention, Treatment, Care and Support by 2010, and to meet the Millennium Development Goals. Currently the Fund provides over 20% of all international funding to fight HIV AIDS, and 67% and 64% of all resources to combat TB and malaria respectively.

It is also highly effective. By distributing just $3.7bn in grants since 2003, it has:
· Provided treatment for 1.1 million people living with HIV 
· Provided treatment for 2.8 million people living with TB
· Distributed 30 million insecticide-treated bed nets to protect against malaria

In total, the Global Fund estimates that programmes supported by their funding have saved 1.8 million lives to date. With greater support, it could save many more.
What should the UK Government be doing?

The UK Government should make a minimum three-year pledge of $1.43bn (approximately £700m) to the Global Fund at September’s conference. This figure is based on the fact that over the last three years the UK has contributed 7.96% of all money given to the Fund. Simply maintaining this level of support for the Fund’s projected needs over the next three years, would give the following:
Recommended UK pledge, 2008-2010
	Pledge Year
	Total Global  Fund need
	UK share of funding
	UK contribution

(US$ million)

	2008
	$4bn
	7.96%
	$318.4

	2009
	$6bn
	7.96%
	$477.6

	2010
	$8bn
	7.96%
	$636.8

	Total 
	$18bn
	7.96%
	$1,432.8


What should I ask my MP to do?
Once you brief your MP on the issue, get them to promise to raise the issue (by letter, email or in person) with the Prime Minister and Secretary of State for International Development. Get them to promise to let you know their response. Remind them this must be done before 25th September. 
How do I find out who my MP is, how do I make an appointment?

You can find out who your MP is at http://www.upmystreet.com/commons/l/. This should include contact details. Your MP should hold regular ‘surgeries’ for people in their area to raise issues with them – phone their office and make an appointment, they should accommodate you.




































