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Access Denied Campaign
Why treat AIDS?

- Treatments for the HIV virus have been developed and are incredibly successful. Whilst not a cure, these drugs slow the replication of the HIV virus within the body and delay the progression to AIDS for decades.  This allows people living with HIV to keep living, working and looking after their families. HIV becomes a chronic illness rather than a death sentence.
But… Five million people worldwide are in urgent need of treatment. 75% of Adults and 90% of children can’t get the drugs that will prolong their lives and dramatically reduce their suffering. Africa is home to more than 26 million people living with HIV and AIDS. Yet only about 1% of Africans living with HIV/AIDS are receiving anti-AIDS drugs. Today 8,200 people will die from AIDS, 11,000 more will become infected.

The Barriers to accessing the drugs (ARVs)

International trade laws are killing millions of people by blocking access to affordable medicines.

The World Trade Organisation (WTO) formed in 2005 introduced a binding law on all countries called TRIPS. This provides a 20 year patent on all inventions including medicines. During this 20 year period only the pharmaceutical company holding the patent can manufacture and sell that drug. With no competition to lower prices these companies charge whatever they like and the majority of poor patients and cash-strapped healthcare systems cannot afford to buy them.
By contrast when a medicine is no longer under patent (as with many of the 1st line ARVs that were first developed in the 1980s) generic competition has lowered the price by up to 99%!

For example, while a triple-combination of brand-named Anti-AIDS drugs in the USA and Europe costs between $10,000- $15,000 per patient per year generic drug producers have offered to sell the equivalent medicines for as low as $300 per patient per year.  
The International Community has failed to rectify a system we know is causing the unnecessary death of millions.
The International Community recognised that TRIPS wasn’t working and needed to be changed. The Doha Declaration of 2001 and August 30th Decision in 2003 aimed to give poor countries the flexibility to override TRIPS.  In theory, countries facing public health crises- such as high HIV prevalence rates- can produce or import generic versions of essential medicines in the interest of saving lives. However, the procedures that govern this ‘opt out’ are so complicated that in three years no country has been able to make use of them.  People are continuing to die unnecessarily.

What we are calling for

The UK government has a duty to lead the way in removing the barriers to affordable drugs which could save millions of lives.
· Our Demand: Ensure that generic versions of key drugs become rapidly available, including making two urgently needed medicines- heat-stable Kaletra and Viread- available by the 2007 G8.

The UK government must provide support to countries to fight their way through the red tape of the ‘flexibilities’ within TRIPS in order to gain access to life-saving medicines.

· Our Demand: Support developing countries in getting access to generics through financial, technical and political assistance. Make the Flexibilities work!

Keep the Promise! The UK government must do everything it can to ensure that the promise of Universal Access to Treatment by 2010 becomes a reality. 

· This involves the G8 countries agreeing a comprehensive, long term funding plan for Universal Access.

· Strengthening health systems in developing countries and
· Ensuring Affordable Medicines are accessible.
Success to date

Our Campaign started in autumn 2003. At that time only 400,000 people were receiving treatment. Thanks in large part to the success of our campaigning efforts, by June 2005 the number of people receiving ARV treatment had reached 1million.  
The World is Watching Campaign of 2005 was successful in getting the G8 leaders to commit to providing Universal Access to Treatment by 2010! We have proved that by uniting and concentrating our efforts we can bring about change. Holding the government to account over this promise is now the focus of our campaign.
For more information visit: www.stopaidssocieties.org.uk



         www.stopaidscampaign.org.uk
� MSF report ‘Too Little Too Late’, available at www.accessmed-msf.org/documents/MSF%20Toronto%20IAC.pdf





