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Katy Athersuch, Students Partnership Worldwide, 2nd Floor, faith House, 7 Tufton Street, London SW1P 3QB
TEL: 020 7222 0138
EMAIL: katy.athersuch@spw.org 

The Campaign
Five million people worldwide are in urgent need of treatment. 75% of Adults and 90% of children can’t get the drugs that will prolong their lives and dramatically reduce their suffering. Africa is home to more than 26 million people living with HIV/AIDS. Yet only about 1% of Africans living with HIV/AIDS are receiving anti-AIDS drugs. Today 8,200 people will die from AIDS, 11,000 more will become infected.
The Problem: The 2001 Doha Declaration stated that intellectual property rules would no longer obstruct countries’ efforts to protect public health by enabling access to affordable medicines. However, the new flexibilities built into the existing WTO agreements on Trade Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS) are unnecessarily complex and no developing country has yet made use of them to import generic medicines. Of additional concern is the proliferation of US-led regional and bilateral Free Trade Agreements which undermine TRIPS flexibilities by providing for higher levels of patent protection than TRIPS requires.
What we want the UK Government to do
We welcome the UK Government’s achievement in setting the goal of ‘universal access to treatment by 2010’ at the 2005 G8 summit in Gleneagles. However promises are not enough and concerted action is needed to make this a reality. Two urgently needed medicines are heatstable Kaletra and Viread both of which are currently under patent of Abbot Labs and Gilead Sciences respectively. They are important for 3 reasons:

· Heat-stable Kaletra doesn't need to be kept in a fridge, can be taken without food and requires fewer pills per day. This is obviously essential in resource poor settings where lack of refrigeration facilities and food often render other anti-AIDS drugs useless.

· Viread is a potent anti retroviral drug with lower toxicity than other comparable medicines, meaning that patients are less likely to suffer harmful side effects.
· Both drugs are recommended by the World Health Organisation (WHO) for use in resource poor settings.

We ask the UK Government to show leadership and ensure that generic versions of key drugs become rapidly available in developing countries by the 2007 G8. We also call upon DFID to provide financial, technical and political assistance to developing countries in fighting their way through the red tape and getting access to generic versions of all live-saving medicines.

Please demonstrate your support for our campaign by doing the following:
1. Sign Early Day Motion 107 ‘Universal Access to HIV Treatment by 2010’.
2. Write to Tony Blair, Gordon Brown and International Development Secretary Hilary Benn urging them to take the necessary action at the national and international levels to achieve universal access to HIV treatment by 2010.
3. Ask parliamentary questions – for more information on this please contact Steve Cockburn (details below).






For more information about the Stop AIDS Campaign and the Student Stop AIDS Campaign please visit www.stopaidscampaign.org.uk and www.stopaidssocieties.org.uk
Or contact:

Steve Cockburn – Stop AIDS Campaign Coordinator 
UK Consortium on AIDS and International Development, The Grayston Centre, 28 Charles Square, London N1 6HT

Email: steve@aidsconsortium.org.uk 

Tel: +44-(0)20-7324-4785
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